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Power loading boats causes damage to launch
ramps!

See a video on power loading

"Power loading", can cause damage to launch ramps that may not be visible from the surface
of the water. "Power loading" is a term used to describe using the motor to load and unload the
boat onto and off the trailer. Many of the state's 3,000 public launch ramps were not designed
to sustain the forces generated by today?s larger and more powerful boats or the practice of
power loading. Propeller wash creates a significant force that can erode the lakebed and create
a large hole at the end of the ramp. Eroded material is often deposited beyond the ramp to
create a mound, which can resuit in a barrier for launching and loading. Boats and equipment
can incur damage if the boat or lower unit runs aground on the mound or if the trailer becomes
stuck in the hole. In the worse cases, the end of the ramp could collapse, resulting In an
unusable launch ramp. In low water conditions the mound created from propeller wash can

obstruct launching and loading.

DNR crews have been busy rehabilitating damaged launch ramps statewide. Staff are repairing
the holes and extending the ramps by adding additional concrete planks. When possible the
mounds are leveled with excavation equipment. These launch ramp repairs are time consuming

and expensive.

The DNR recognizes that some boaters are accustomed to power loading. However, It is
preferable that boaters do not race their engines while on the boat ramp. Slightly more than
idie speed should be all that is necessary to load and/or unload the boat. The best practice is
for boaters to refrain from power loading and use the winch to load and unload their boat.

http://www.dnr.state.mn,us/water_access/powerloading.html 4/12/2010
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Public water access

* Notice! Crews around the '
state are assessing and
repalring damaged ramps and
installing docks at public
access sites. For your safety,
please Inspect the condition of
the ramp above and below the
water iine before launching
your watercraft, Thank you for
your patience.

¢ Looking for a place to {aunch
a boat? There are nearly 2,000 Public Access Sites in Minnesota.

¢ Most of them are open 24 hours a day.

* No fee is required to launch your boat. If the access is located in a park, there may be a
vehicle admission fee. Find out about purchasing a Minnesota State Parks permit.

» Accesses are avallable for both traller and carry-in. 12 - 18 foot boats can be launched at
most accesses with launch ramps.

Power loading information

Find an access Boating Information More Information
e Find by map | 4 ¢ Boating ¢+ Canoe/kayaking
¢ County access maps ¢ Boat & water safety : ¢ Fishing
o Lake finder » Metro Rivers Guide e Fishing piers
o Lake Superior water trail (5Mb) 5 ¢ Invasive species
» Lake Superior smali craft » Mississippi River Guide e Swimming

harbors {SMb) ¢ Water levels
e Twin Cities area access ¢ Lake Superior Boating

maps . Guide (2Mb)
o Closures

http://www.dnr state.mn,us/water_access/index.html 4/12/2010



